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Managing PAP Results
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Objectives

At the conclusion of this presentation, participants 
should be more comfortable managing PAP results. 
Participants should also be able to find management 
guidelines and help patients determine next steps.



Mobile App - ASCCP
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ASCCP
The 

American 
Society for 
Colposcopy 

and 
Cervical 

Pathology

AGOG (American 
College of OB/Gyn)

USPSTF
(US Preventative 
Service task force)

ACS 
(American Cancer 

Society)

Who do we listen to ???

https://www.asccp.org/mobile-app
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Cervical cancer is still the #2 cause of cancer in women, 2nd to 
breast cancer.

With our current screening guidelines, we are seeing less cervical 
cancer and decreased mortality.

Women are the only ones being routinely screened; however, we 
know that more than 60% of the population is carrying HPV.

Appropriate screening and early intervention decreased 
morbidity and mortality.



Current 
Screening 
Guidelines

REFLEX TESTING

Lack of 
HPV only 
tests at 
this point

Disclaimer:  Pay attention to new 
partner status, distant Hx of 
abnormal PAP’s, 
immunocompromised status, new 
symptoms, etc.

ASCCP 
SITE/APP



HPV 16/18 
are 

highest 
risk

90% of HPV 
viruses will 

clear in 2 
years, 

especially in 
younger 
women

An absent 
ECTZ does 
not  always 
warrant a 

repeat PAP

HPV testing 
is always 
preferred 

once someone 
has had an 

abnormal pap

Type 16 
HPV 

accounts for  
about 50% of 

cervical 
cancer

New sexual 
partners 
warrants  

more 
frequent 

PAP’s
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UNSATISFA
CTORYUnsatisfactory
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Absent 
ECTZ
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Abnorm a l PAP
< 25 yea rs
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Actinomyces –

Actinomyces may be identified on cervical cytology tests, 
typically in patients who have an intrauterine device. 
Cervical cytology is not the most specific test 
for actinomyces. For patients who are found to 
have actinomyces on a Pap test, we evaluate for 
symptoms of pelvic inflammatory disease and perform a 
cervical culture for actinomyces.

Benign Endometrial Cells-

Often associated with typical shedding, especially 
premenopausal. If BEC are found with postmenopausal or, 
morbidly obese, or with irregular cycles-workup is always 
warranted!

Reactive changes/inflammation – 

Most patients with reactive changes due to inflammation 
will not have an organism identified on their cervical 
cytology test; further sampling is not required.

Other 
findings
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Managem ent  when  
fu t ure  p regnancy is 

p lanned



St ream lining 
Term inology
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•Up to Date
•ASCCP.org

References:
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Please feel free to reach out and message 
me w/ questions regarding management of 
PAP results . 

Also, E-CONSULTS are a great way to 
review PAP results/follow up needs with 
us!   

Thank you!



• Scan QR Code or click on the 
link below-

- iPhone: use camera to take you to the site
- QR Code Reader App
- Snap Chat (take a snap!)
- Facebook (“Explore” – QR Code)
https://survey.alchemer.com/s3/764530
2/CME-Clinical-Updates-ENDURING-
MATERIAL

• Contact carla.griffin@centracare.com
with questions or for a CME 
transcript.

To claim CME credit 
(Must complete within 30 days of podcast launch)

https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsurvey.alchemer.com%2Fs3%2F7645302%2FCME-Clinical-Updates-ENDURING-MATERIAL&data=05%7C02%7CCarla.Griffin%40centracare.com%7Ca890ae5a669d4d81af1908dbfbf9defa%7C1c45913baa5f4d3b9bfc987ab127fe57%7C0%7C0%7C638380822847416499%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=lCvRjYLNBjaMmwCIKBYQ3oR7f%2F%2FztLcSNWB310yUuA8%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsurvey.alchemer.com%2Fs3%2F7645302%2FCME-Clinical-Updates-ENDURING-MATERIAL&data=05%7C02%7CCarla.Griffin%40centracare.com%7Ca890ae5a669d4d81af1908dbfbf9defa%7C1c45913baa5f4d3b9bfc987ab127fe57%7C0%7C0%7C638380822847416499%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=lCvRjYLNBjaMmwCIKBYQ3oR7f%2F%2FztLcSNWB310yUuA8%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsurvey.alchemer.com%2Fs3%2F7645302%2FCME-Clinical-Updates-ENDURING-MATERIAL&data=05%7C02%7CCarla.Griffin%40centracare.com%7Ca890ae5a669d4d81af1908dbfbf9defa%7C1c45913baa5f4d3b9bfc987ab127fe57%7C0%7C0%7C638380822847416499%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=lCvRjYLNBjaMmwCIKBYQ3oR7f%2F%2FztLcSNWB310yUuA8%3D&reserved=0
mailto:carla.griffin@centracare.com
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